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NEW ZEALAND
CONFERENCE & EXPO
22-24 September 2026

Claudelands, Kirikiriroa Hamilton

water .

NEW ZEALAND =

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME

MONDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2026
Separate Registration Required:

Karakia - Ngaati Wairere, 08:45am - 9:00am, Heaphy One and Two
Preconference Workshop - Lifting Productivity within Local Water Done Well, 9:00am - 4:00pm, Heaphy One and Two
YWP Preconference Symposium - Sponsored by Acciona, 9:00am - 4:30pm, Brooklyn One

Water New Zealand AGM, 4:00 - 5:00pm, Heaphy Three
YWP Networking Function Sponsored by Acciona, 4:30 - 5:30pm, Brooklyn One

'i',",,’ Top 10 Final Papers
TUESDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2026

7:30 REGISTRATION OPENS

8:20 POWHIRI - Ngaati Wairere
CONFERENCE OPENING AND WELCOME FROM THE WATER NEW ZEALAND PRESIDENT [HEAPHY PLENARY]

9:00 GUEST SPEAKER [HEAPHY PLENARY]
Waikato Tainui speaker
Donna Flavell - Chief Executive, Waikato-Tainui

9:30 KEYNOTE [HEAPHY PLENARY]

2026 - 10 YEARS ON FROM HAVELOCK NORTH, WHAT NEXT?

Facilitated by Priyan Perera - Chief Strategy & Planning Officer, Watercare Services and President Elect, Water New Zealand

Gillian Blythe - CE, Water New Zealand , Allan Prangnell - Water Services Authority Taumata Arowai, Dr. Caroline McElnay - Chief Health Officer, Victoria

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP: WATER
WASTEWATER OPERATIONS IN THE TRENCHLESS (ASTT)
SERVICES AUTHORITY - TAUMATA RISK INVESTMENT PLANNING ENABLING GROWTH [BROOKLYN THREE] WORKSHOP STREAM

[BROOKLYN TWO]
[HEAPHY THREE] Chair: Blair Telfer [ARENA LOUNGE]

AROWAI [HEAPHY ONE] [BROOKLYN ONE]
[HEAPHY TWO] Chair: lain Rabbitts Chair: Stephen Grace Chair: Gavin Hutchison

Chair: John McAndrew and

Chair: Tega Ogbuigwe Isabella Radka

SHAPING THE NEXT PHASE: THE SOUTHWEST OUTFALL:
REGULATORY PRIORITIES FOR THE THE HAVELOCK NORTH THE RENEWALS BOW WAVE — WHERE CAN SEWER WATERCARE'S BIG WATER PARTNERING FOR f&BMé;?sngg§$:E£Sgﬁny
WATER SECTOR OUTBREAK-WHAT HAPPENED, PROVEN OR PERCEIVED? OVERFLOWS BE ADDRESSED STORY ENVIRONMENTAL AND AO MAORI LENS
11.00 WHAT HAS CHANGED, AND WHAT Aaron Prince and Rob WITH ACTIVE CONTROL? . PROGRAMME SUCCESS .
. . Chris Allen — Watercare and Te Ama | Aukaha te Wai and
Steve Taylor ARE THE RISKS IN 20267 Blakemore - ProjectMax Finnegan Clapcott Messerli - Wade Swannell - Beca, Dave - -
. . — . Jon Reed - Beca . Climate Change Special Interest
Water Services Authority - Taumata Brent Gilpin - PHF Science Stantec Kennerley - Watercare and Daniel .
. i\( Group- Auckland Council
Arowai Patten - McConnell Dowell




BUILDING THE PLANE WHILE

REHABILITATION OF DN200
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11.30

a

12.00

presentations, attendees will hear

implications for suppliers, councils,

The session is designed to support
understanding, preparedness, and

constructive engagement on what is Mandke - GHD
coming next. Science

MASTERTON - LEADING NEW
ZEALAND WITH WASTEWATER
SAFETY
Joshua Braithwaite - Lutra Limited
and Steve Watt - Masterton
District Council

This 90-minute showcase will
highlight the Authority’s priority
regulatory work programme and
provide a clear view of what the
water sector can expect over the

next 12-24 months.
Through a series of focused

DOING MORE WITH LESS:
DEFERRING WASTEWATER
CAPITAL INVESTMENT
THROUGH NO-BUILD
OPTIMISATION
Hayden Porter - Beca

SLUDGE SURVEYS ON LARGE

WITHOUT CREWED BOATS
Joachim Schneider - University

WASTEWATER PONDS

of Canterbury

FLYING IT: INTEGRATED
THREE WATERS PLANNING
UNDER GROWTH PRESSURE

Dan Stevens - Beca and
Catriona Lamont and Helen

Beaumont - Queenstown

Lakes District Council

Al

la

ASBESTOS CEMENT POTABLE
WATER MAIN IN OPERATIONAL

RPORT ENVIRONMENT USING
SPRAY-IN-PLACE LINING
n Kerr - Auckland International
Airport

bout emerging direction, key areas

of work, and the practical WHAT MAKES WATER

INFRASTRUCTURE SOCIALLY
HELD RATHER THAN MERELY
DELIVERED?

Roanna Purcaru and Pallavi

and sector partners.

ESTIMATING THE LOCATION
OF DECENTRALISED
WASTEWATER I
INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE
POTENTIAL RISKTO
DRINKING WATER SOURCES
Bronwyn Humphries - Phf

Jess Battaerd - New Plymouth

FROM UNKNOWNS TO
NSIGHT: NEW PLYMOUTHS
JOURNEY IN WASTEWATER

MODELLING

District Council

CLOSING THE GAP
BETWEEN COST OF URBAN
GROWTH AND
AFFORDABILITY
Richard Peterson and Teresa
Wooding - Stantec

Ai

TRENCHLESS REHABILITATION OF
DN 300 SEWER RISING MAIN IN

AUCKLAND AIRPORT CORRIDOR
lan Kerr - Auckland International

HIGH-TRAFFIC CORRIDOR AT

rport and Justin Moon - Citycare
Water

A joint Climate SIG and Te Ama |

exploring Tiriti-aligned climate

adaptation through Te Ao Maori
and matauranga-a-rohe. The

session will combine expert and

discussion and case studies to
support co-designed approaches

outcomes and encouraging new

Aukaha te Wai workshop

kaitiaki perspectives, panel

to stormwater management,
while generating practical

thinking.

1:00

SPEAKERS

INNOVATION FORUM - HEAPHY TWO
ANEW TOOL FOR ACCURATE QUANTIFICATION OF METHANE EMISSIONS FROM WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

Peter Sperlich — Earth Sciences

AERIAL SLUDGE SENSING FOR WASTEWATER POND MANAGEMENT

Keith Preston - BTW

A DESKTOP SUSCEPTIBILITY INDEX FOR ASBESTOS-CEMENT PIPE RENEWAL,

UNTARGETED ANALYSIS WITH AI-DRIVEN REPORTING
Boyu Lyu - University of Auckland

TE AO MAORI
[HEAPHY ONE]
Chair: Troy Brockbank and Ariana
George

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP:
WORKFORCE
[HEAPHY TWO]
Chair: Belinda Cridge

CORRSENSE RAPID - REMOTE DETECTION OF BIOGENIC CORROSION IN

CONCRETE & AC PIPELINES
Marc Ciochetto — Laser Profiling Services

OPERATIONALISING
CHANGE
[HEAPHY THREE]
Chair: Ash Deshpande

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A
MOTORWAY IS BUILT OVER A
WATERMAIN?
Jason Leung - Watercare
Services Limited

[BROOKLYN TWO]
Chair: Rob Blakemore

VOLUME AS THE DEFINITIVE
SCALING METRIC FOR
DECANTER CENTRIFUGE
SCALING

Separator Group GmbH

BEYOND BOWL DIAMETER: G-

Dinesh Gehani - GEA Westfalia

WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

[BROOKLYN ONE]
Chair: Martyn Simpson

RESILIENCE AT THE EDGE:
RURAL WATER REVEALS
INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEMS
Donna Beatson - Te Hiku lwi
Development Trust

TESTED AGAINST MEASURED FIBRE CONCENTRATIONS
Michael Knopick- Engeo

ASTT TRENCHLESS
TECHNOLOGY
[BROOKLYN THREE]
Chair: Blair Telfer

A SCHEME FOR A BETTER REAM:
FORWARD REAMING IN HDD
Cam Wilks - Pattle Delamore

Partners Ltd

IN-HOUSING WATER AND
WASTEWATER TREATMENT
OPERATIONS: A CASE STUDY
FROM BANKS PENINSULA
AND CHRISTCHURCH CITY
Adam Twose - Christchurch
City Council

LESSONS FROM
IMPLEMENTING NATIONAL
WASTEWATER STANDARDS
Lenna Quackenbush - GHD

CONSENTING MEETS REALITY:

DELIVERING BETTER
OUTCOMES THROUGH
TRUST: THE CAMBRIDGE
WWTP JOURNEY
Marie Mcintyre - Waipa
District Council

KO WAI MATOU, KO MATOU TE
DELIVERING $48B OF WATER WAI: VERIFYING
INFRASTRUCTURE IN A DECADE: INFRASTRUCTURE BELONGING
2:00 BUILDING THE WORKFORCE TO THROUGH HOLISTIC MAURI
MAKE IT POSSIBLE ASSESSMENT
Képa Morgan - Mahi Maioro
CURRENT STATE OF PLAY Professionals Ltd
Belinda Cridge and Tania Domett
SECURING LONG-TERM
ROLE OF ENERGY & MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLIES
INFRASTRUCTURE INDUSTRY THROUGH JOINT RESOURCE
2:30 SKILLS BOARD _ CONSENTS
Philip Aldridge Alice Burrell - Pattle Delamore
Partners
TODAY’S SCHOOLS AND FUTURE i\{
TALENT PATHWAYS
James Bracefield - Principal, RAGLAN/WHAINGAROA
Western Heights High School | \y/ASTEWATER DISCHARGE: FROM
MOANA TO WHENUA
3:00 . ) Steph Dean and Waikauri
Round table discussion Greensill Watercare Services Ltd

TURNING ASSET DATA
STANDARDS INTO
OPERATIONAL REALITY
Marty Ryan - Citycare Water
and John Coutts - Dunedin

WASTEWATER NETWORK
CAPITAL PLANNING
OPTIMISATION AND
PRIORITISATION IN

WASHINGTON D.C. (USA)

RIPPLES OF CHANGE:
HUMAN SYSTEMS BEFORE
TREATMENT SYSTEMS
Nik Jarvie-Waldrom and
Kaeden Watts - Water
Services Authority - Taumata

POHUTUKAWA WASTEWATER
SIPHON REPLACEMENT -
APPLYING NZS 3916 TO A

TRENCHLESS PROJECT
Sam Rowdon and Marc Carmody -
CDS

WORKSHOP STREAM
[ARENA LOUNGE]

75 BY 35-SHAPING NZ'S
BIOSOLIDS JOURNEY TO
CARBON NEUTRALITY
Wastewater Special Interest
Group

A practical 90-minute workshop
focused on overcoming the
structural, political and
organisational barriers to
increasing beneficial biosolids
reuse in New Zealand.
Participants will explore the
current regulatory and funding
landscape, use a PESTLE
exercise to understand
stakeholder perspectives, and
finish by committing to specific,
time-bound actions to drive

meaningful change.

* City Council Julia Matton - WCS Engineering Arowai



THOUGHT LEADERSHIP:
INNOVATION, Al, CYBERSECURITY

[HEAPHY TWO]
Chair: Nigel Toms

TE AO MAORI
[HEAPHY ONE]
Chair: Priyan Perera and Waikauri Greensill

ASSET MANAGEMENT JOURNEYS
[HEAPHY THREE]
Chair: Steve Apeldoorn

WASTEWATER TREATMENT
[BROOKLYN TWO]
Chair: Shane Bishop

RISK
[BROOKLYN ONE]
Chair: Noel Roberts
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WORKSHOP STREAM
[ARENA LOUNGE]

COUNTING WHAT MATTERS: A YEAR
AR TG TE-LGENCE AND STRATEGIC ASSET MANAGEMENT - | OF NITROUS OXIDE MONITORING AT A RISK-BASED FRAMEWORK FOR
CAPACITY IN NEW ZEALAND'S COMMUNITY-LED ENGINEERING FOR FULL SCALE
4:00 WATER SECTOR CULTURALLY ALIGNED DRINKING WATER FURNING.REGULIORGGHANGE i ORGIMIBES CAVATERTIIAERT
. Abtin ljadi Maghsoodi and Alistair Isabella Radka - Beca INFEQRGANISATIONAL STRENGTH i Kevan 'Brlian ; MONITORING PROGRAMS
J g Mair Brooks - KPMG Watercare Services Limited Helen Thompson - Trility
Evans, KPMG i&
THE HIGHS AND LOWS OF
FROM STATIC DOCUMENTS TO CLIMATE VARIABILITY AND RESILIENCE IN
INNOVATION, Al AND PIONEERING LAND TREATMENT OF DIGITAL ASSET MANAGEMENT NITRIFICATION - LESSONS FROM A RURAL TREATMENT SYSTEMS
4:30 CYBERSECURITY PANEL MORTUARY WASTE BASED ON TIKANGA COMMISSIONING JOURNEY .
. . ECOSYSTEMS . Adam Twose and Colin Hefferman -
DISCUSSION Phil Lake - Lowe Environmental Impact . . Carla Cronje — Fonterra and Luke . . .
Pauline Orquillo - GHD o Christchurch City Council
Wilkinson - Pattle Delamore Partners
Jonathan Pawley - New Zealand’s
National Cyber Security Centre
(NCSC)
Jason Cotton - Intelligent Water
Networks
. ) TE WAIORA O TE HOKIANGA-NUI-A-KUPE: , INNOVATIVE MBR PROCESS DESIGN
Sa?:: fl:famnggr'_ljztcfbs PLACE-BASED ENGINEERING EDUCATION Y:E#éﬁ?sz;vm :gﬁ;i%gmﬁgw DELIVERS IMPRESSIVE NUTRIENT ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK FOR
S FOR AKONGA MAORI TIAKI WAI) REMOVAL RESULTS INVESTMENT PLANNING UNDER
: Ariana George - The University of Auckland ) R Mark Newland - Downer Group UNCERTAIN RAW-WATER CONDITIONS
Liam Koedyk - Tiaki Wai and Anna Brendan Gladman - Aurecon
* Whitmore - Allora NZ 7%

NITRATE IN DOMESTIC
DRINKING WATER SUPPLIES
Elaine Moriarty - IWA NZ
committee

Jim Graham - Taumata Arowai
Chief Advisor Water Science,
Dr Louise Weaver - PHF
Science,

Troy Brockbank — Beca, Andrew
Wong - Stantec and Dr John
Roche (virtual)

This workshop brings together
regional council, science,
industry and iwi perspectives
on nitrate levels in drinking
water and groundwater.
Speakers will share the latest
evidence before a panel
explores the future of nitrate
management, including
community concerns,
emerging health evidence and
Taumata Arowai’s review of the
current Maximum Acceptable
Value (MAV).

WEDNESDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2026

8:00

REGISTRATION OPENS

8:15

GUEST SPEAKER [HEAPHY PLENARY]

Good Governance For Water Infrastructure - Some Reflections
Raveen Jaduram - Water Services Authority - Taumata Arowai

8:45

PANEL DISCUSSION [HEAPHY PLENARY]

INDUSTRY AND WATER

Facilitated by Gillian Blythe - CE, Water New Zealand
Suzanne Naylor - Fonterra, Ali Johnstone - Silver Fern Farms, John Clark - Contact Energy and Harley O’Hagan - New Zealand Defence Force

9:30

KEYNOTE [HEAPHY PLENARY]
John Small - Commerce Commission
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THOUGHT LEADERSHIP: DRINKING WATER EMBRACING Al AND MACHINE SLUDGE AND BIOSOLIDS NEW WAYS OF WORKING
ECONOMIC REGULATION [HEAPHY ONE] LEARNING [HEAPHY THREE] [BROOKLYN ONE] WORKSHOP STREAM
[HEAPHY TWO] . e [BROOKLYN TWO] . . ; [ARENA LOUNGE]
. ) Chair: Brent Gilpin . Chair: Gokul Bharambe Chair: Teresa Wooding
Chair: Tega Ogbuigwe Chair: Ryan Orr
) FROM REACTIVE TO RESILIENT: DESIGNING FOR UNCERTAINTY:
R AL RERERIIENCE: A FAECAL SOURCES AND MICROBIAL MACHINE INTELLIGENCE ADAPTIVE MULTI-MODE DIGESTION ATSRCRge )\ PPROMINII AP
PRAMEY T SR NECULATIN HEALTH HAZARDS IN FRESHWATER TRANSFORMING SLUDGE DEWATERING AT MANGERE WWTP ABUNRENSE P CAUTIGUNGOST
10:30 ASSESSMENT M D New Zealand Institute of OPERATIONS EFFECTIVE DECISION MAKING FOR
Elloise Kidd - Commerce e et 115 {ILLILE O . ; ) Andigw Schunke - Wagercare WATER SERVICE PROVIDERS
Commission Public Health and Forensic Science Dinesh Gehani - GEA Westfalia Kvlie Hills - Christchurch Gity Council
Separator Group GmbH * y y
METHANE-RICH BIOSOLIDS WIRING NEW WATER
BUILDING TRUST, SHAPING SALINITY EFFECTS MICROBIAL BEYOND THE CHATBOT Al IN WATER CONVERSION VIA ILMENITE ORGANISATIONS: PEOPLE, DESIGN
INVESTMENT: THE ROLE OF TRANSPORT IN GROUNDWATER:
11:00 ASSET INFORMATION HYDROPYROLYSIS AND TRANSITION UNDER LOCAL
CUSTOMER IN WATER REGULATION | POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON WATER QUALITY Theresa Wells - GHD Chris Conway - Beca Hunter H20 Pty WATER DONE WELL
Lance Webb, KPMG Louise Weaver - PHF Science eresaivetss L Sara Harmis - Harris Sh A DEMAND MANAGEMENT
ara Hnarris - narris shea PLANNING FRAMEWORK FOR
AOTEAROA
MAKING AFFORDABILITY REAL: AN EMERGING Al TECHNOLOGIES FOR | LIFE AT THE LIMIT: PILOTING EXTREME Water Efficiency and
HOW Al IS RESHAPING Conservation Action Networks
APPROACH TO PRIORITISATION, CYANOBACTERIA AND ALGAE REMOVAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT: USING THERMOPHILIC ANAEROBIC DEVELOPMENT OF YOUNG
11:30 COST DISCIPLINE AND INVESTMENT EFFICIENCY AT TE MARUA WTP DINOV3 FOR ACTIVATED SLUDGE DIGESTION ENGINEERS IN THE WATER INDUSTRY )
' SEQUENCING Krissy Blom - Tiaki Wai and Cassandra SETTLEABILITY PREDICTION Xueyang Zhou - University of Auckland | o~ =" -2 0 0 This workshop explores the
David Norman, David Walker and Yang - Lutra Huijian Huang - Christchurch City and Kevan Brian - Watercare Services i growing need for demand
Ryan Orr - GHD Council Limited utra management capability as New
Zealand’s water sector
undergoes reform. It will consider
BEYOND LANDFILL: ASSESSING updating existing guidance to
ZCONOMISTECULKTONPANEL | 0 gorrony ToFuLL SEALE POSOUDSIEUSENCONCRETEOR | sermunasamoomeen | et odoys sconerie,
Facilitated by Tega Ogbuiswe PFAS TREATMENT AT THE ONEHUNGA A NATIONAL APPROACH TO ASSET UTILITIES ENGINEER'S RETURN THROUGH envirgonme:{c while exploring how
12:00 2d Dy lega ebuigw WTP CLASSIFICATION AND HIERARCHY _ WASTEWATER RESEARCH ’ proring
Vhari McWha - Sapere Silvia Viad - J b d Nikhil s L G Prest Water New Zealand Jackson MacFarlane - Hynds Pipe smart technology and customer
Michelle Allfrey — Wel fvia viad- a\(;\(/)atse?cnare it susarta - reg Freston - Water New zealan Systems Margaret Goodfellow - Watercare metering can support more
Nathan King - IAWAI Services Limited effective demand management
* and investment planning.
1:00-1:30 | POSTER SESSIONS
ASSESSMENT OF CLIMATE CHANGE AL AT TR PRI I
RESILIENCE FROM REGENERATED FOREST PRE-CONSTRUCTION SERVICES - RE- HIGH VERSUS LOW TECH ODOUR CONTROL
THROUGH DETAILED SOIL INVESTIGATION THINKING BUSINESS CASES FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT PUBLICBSAL:;ITIIE'I;EQI\I;E_”\%LSEEPS FOR SUPPLY CHAIS S:EdSISLr:E:]Cii?;PIPE SYSTEMS
AND STORMWATER MODELLING Paul Botha - WT Partners Joseane Costa - Stantec New Zealand . . @ i .
. - Rachel East - Water Services Authority -
Mariana Basilio - Babbage Consultants .
Taumata Arowai
AUTHORISATIONS - TO SUPPORT WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT AND BUILD CAPABILITY AND WATER REFORM NEEDS DELIVERY
COMPETENCY IN THE WATER SECTOR REEORM: UNLOCKING CAPACITY THROUGH ASSESSING DRINKING WATER SECURITY USING A NOVEL WASTEWATER TREATMENT PROCESS FOR PFAS
. . . MULTI-FACETED APPROACH REMOVAL
Sharlene Maslin - Water Services Authority - Taumata COLLABORATION Helen Rutter - Lincoln Aeritech Dave Wwllie - BHF
Arowai Nicki O’Sullivan - Schick Civil Construction Ltd g y
12:30-1:30 | DRIVING DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION IN THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR - Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Group [HEAPHY THREE]
Dr Deborah Lind - Aurecon, Wendy O’Halloran - Hynds Water, Trudi Jones - Marley NZ, Nicki O’Sullivan - Schick Civil Construction and Louise Boyd - Downer
This will be lunchtime session (not workshop) - people can bring in their lunch - we will have selection of speakers a diversity champion representing women in construction and a neurodiversity perspective will be a g&a - ideas share for the
sector. Pipeline article and web content.




1:30

2:00

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP:
TRANSITIONING TO CCOS
[HEAPHY TWO]
Chair: Lorraine Kendrick

WATER SERVICES STRATEGIES AND
OTHER LESSONS LEARNED
GETTING TO DAY ONE

Panel discussion

IWA/SCIENCE

[BROOKLYN ONE]
Chair: Elaine Moriatry

DO MICROPLASTICS RAFT ANTIBIOTIC
RESISTANT BACTERIA THROUGH
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS?
Olga Pantos - Phf Science

MODELLING REALITY
[BROOKLYN TWO]
Chair: Roanna Purcaru

LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF PRESSURE
REDUCTION ON PIPE FAILURES
Zeinab Ghasemi - University of
Auckland

SEWERS OF THE FUTURE
[HEAPHY ONE]
Chair: Ulrich Glasner

BRINGING THE CENTRAL
INTERCEPTOR TO LIFE - LIVE
CONNECTIONS ON WATERCARE’S
TRUNK NETWORKS
Stephen Grace - Watercare Services
Ltd

Drew Griffen - Seipp Construction Ltd

CONSTRUCTION
[HEAPHY THREE]
Chair: Chris Maguire and Patrick
Gledhill

MANAGING COMPLEX FLOW
DIVERSIONS DURING CRITICAL
INFRASTRUCTURE CONSTRUCTION:
A CASE STUDY FROM MANGERE
WWTP

Mike Wakefield — Simpson Grierson
Andrew Parsons - IAWAI
Kevan Scott - Scott Consulting
Olivia Dovey - Porirua City Council

THE CONCENTRATION AND
PREVALENCE OF ASBESTOS FIBRES IN
CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND’S
DRINKING WATER SUPPLY
Michael Knopick - Engeo Ltd

STRATEGIC ASSET MANAGEMENT

THROUGH OPEN-SOURCE, DATA-RICH

HYDRAULIC MODELLING

Matthew Woodfield - Fulton Hogan and

Richard Simpson - Christchurch
International Airport

SEWER LEVEL TO FLOW
CONVERSION: A MACHINE
LEARNING APPROACH
Gus Thiele - Stormharvester (NZ) Ltd

BUILDING UP, NOT OUT: HARD-WON
LESSONS FROM SMF
David Grace - Beca and Peter
Hodgson - HEB MCD JV

2:30

3:30

STORMWATER SERVICE DELIVERY:
MEETING EVERYONE’S NEEDS

Padraig McNamara and Donna
Hurley - Simpson Grierson

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP: WATER

SECURITY, VALUING WATER
[HEAPHY TWO]
Chair: Stephen Burton

WAIKATO WATER SECURITY:
DELIVERING A PRACTICAL ACTION
PLAN
Robert Brodnax - Beca and Thomas
Wilding — Waikato Regional Council

LEACHING OF DOC AND METALS FROM
AGED AND NON-AGED GRAVEL RUBBER
MIXTURES IN GEOTECHNICAL
APPLICATIONS
Milan Sedai - University Of Canterbury

CLIMATE AND POLICY
[HEAPHY ONE]
Chair: Jessica Crawford

CASE STUDIES AND COST SAVINGS
FROM DECARBONISING THREE-WATERS
INFRASTRUCTURE
Anthony Walshe and Jessica Frost - WSP

WNTR IS COMING: Al AND
OPEN-SOURCE TOOLS FOR EPANET
ANALYSIS
Amanda Slater - Lutra Ltd

DEPLOYMENT OF TECHNOLOGY
[BROOKLYN ONE]
Chair: Tracy Clode

INFLOW AND INFILTRATION
ASSESSMENT USING DISTRIBUTED
TEMPERATURE SENSING: PRACTICAL
APPLICATION SUPPORTED BY THEORY
Stuart Lansley - Citycare Water

THE FAIL FILES: UNDERSTANDING
AUCKLAND'S SEWER DEFECTS
Maria Gonzalez and Juana Herran -
University of Auckland

POLICY CHANGES AND
FRAMEWORK
[HEAPHY THREE]
Chair: Andrew Carvell

RMA REFORMS - KEY IMPLICATIONS
FOR THE WATER SECTOR
Ezekiel Hudspith - Dentons

)¢

MARTON’S DRINKING WATER STORY:
DECADES OF CHALLENGES AND A
STRATEGIC RESET
Sadie Boersema - WSP and Gwilym
van Hoffen - Rangitikei District
Council

THE BEST OF
[BROOKLYN TWO]
Chair: Steve Hutchison

MODELLING PRESENTATION OF THE
YEAR:
UNDERSTANDING 2D DEPTH-
VARYING ROUGHNESS FOR VARIOUS
LAND COVERS IN AUCKLAND
Niru Dharmasiri - AECOM
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WORKSHOP STREAM
[ARENA LOUNGE]

SMART WATER AS A FINANCIAL
LEVER: USING DIGITAL INSIGHTS
TO TACKLE AFFORDABILITY AND

ASSET MANAGEMENT
Smart Water Infrastructure Group
(SWIG)

This interactive workshop
explores how smart water and
digital investments can deliver

measurable financial and

balance-sheet outcomes.
Through case studies, panel
discussion and breakouts,
participants will examine tools
and frameworks for building
credible business cases and
supporting investment decisions,
particularly for new council-
controlled organisations under
the Local Water Done Well
reforms.

WORKSHOP STREAM
[ARENA LOUNGE]

TIROHIA KI TE ANAMATA:
CONSIDERING THE ROLES FOR
WATER REUSE IN AOTEAROA
Drinking Water SIG

This workshop will provide a
forum for the water industry to

4:00

RETHINKING HOW AOTEAROA
VALUES AND USES WATER
Julian Fyfe - WSP, Martyn Cole -
mWater

A VERSATILE TECHNIQUE TO QUANTIFY
METHANE EMISSIONS FROM MUNICIPAL,
RURAL AND AGRICULTURAL
WASTEWATER SYSTEMS
Peter Sperlich - New Zealand Institute for

Earth Science Limited

AI-AUGMENTED LEADERSHIP IN THE
WATER SECTOR:BALANCING RISK,
EFFICIENCY AND PUBLIC TRUST
Mumtaz Parker - Water New Zealand

EMBEDDING ECONOMIC
REGULATION IN THE WATER
SECTOR:FROM POLICY CHANGE TO
REGULATORY MATURITY
David Walker - GHD

STORMWATER PRESENTATION OF
THE YEAR:

FROM PROACTIVE PRACTICE TO
STATUTORY EXPECTATION: SCALING
OVERLAND FLOW PATH SITE
MANAGEMENT IN AUCKLAND
Hali Hussain - Auckland Council and
Damian Young - Zealandia Consulting

come together to share learnings
from international practice and
Aotearoa experience, and to
explore the regulatory, cultural,
educational, and technical
challenges associated with
reuse. With an expert panel
bringing together a cross section
of experience, participants will

4:30

HARD TO REACH CUSTOMERS
Jessica Niemack — Utilities Disputes

HOW SYDNEY WATER DEFINES THE

SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL RISK

IMPACT FROM SEWER OVERFLOWS
Ben Dunn - Aurecon

WATER SERVICE PROVIDERS: PUBLIC
HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

FROM ANSWERS TO AUTONOMY: Al
AS A CAPABILITY AMPLIFIER FOR
NEW ZEALAND WATER
PROFESSIONALS
Vivien Chen - Aecom

have the opportunity to consider
the role of reuse in a safe,
sustainable, and culturally
grounded water future for
Aotearoa New Zealand, and
identify practical actions our
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James Lear - Pattle Delamore Partners industry can take to progress
and Valitha Roos - The Water Services understanding and informed
Authority - Taumata Arowai discussion.

THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2026

8:00 REGISTRATION OPENS

WATER NEW ZEALAND - THE NEXT YEAR [HEAPHY PLENARY]
Water New Zealand (Incoming) President Priyan Perera

m CONFERENCE CLOSE [HEAPHY PLENARY]




